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In the presence of

Her Royal Highness Princess Alexandra 
KG, GCVO
Guest of Honour

and Royal Patron of The Chopin Society
accompanied by

His Royal Highness The Duke of Kent KG
Patron of Wigmore Hall

 
The Chopin Society UK

presents

A Gala concert of Chopin’s music

at Wigmore Hall, 36 Wigmore Street, 
London W1U 2BP

on Sunday 17th October at 6.00pm

Celebrating the Society’s
50th Anniversary



Message from HRH Princess Alexandra

Over the years, I have attended many Chopin Society Galas 
as Guest of Honour, commemorating important anniversaries 
and occasions for the Society. Amongst these were: the 150th 
anniversary of Chopin’s visit to London and final concert at 
Guildhall (1998); the 200th anniversary of Chopin’s birth (2010); 
the 10th anniversary of Poland joining the EU (2014), and the 
inauguration of the Society’s new Steinway (2017).  

It now gives me great pleasure in 2021 to be with you for this 
celebration of the Chopin Society’s 50th anniversary.

Wigmore Hall is the heart of solo recitals and chamber music 
in London, so there could be no better place to hold this Chopin 
concert.

I wish you all a very enjoyable evening.



Her Royal Highness Princess Alexandra KG, GCVO
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The Chopin Society’s warmest thanks go to John Gilhooly OBE, for kindly giving Wigmore 
Hall for a 50th Anniversary Gala Concert, and thus affording the Society its only opportunity 
to hold an appropriate celebration in this landmark year. 

Our thanks also go to the Patrons for the Evening:

GOLD PATRON
The Pennycress Trust

SILVER PATRONS
Monsieur & Madame Richard Armand; The Lady Rose Cholmondeley

BRONZE PATRONS
The Marquess of Cholmondeley; Sir David Davies; 

Mrs. Elzbieta Stanhope; Mrs. Barbara Taylor

And those who took pages in the Souvenir Gala Programme:

Artorius Wealth; Bonhams; Hanover Art Advisory Ltd; Hodgkinson Design; JMW; 
Ognisko Restaurant; Polish Heritage Society UK; Steinway & Sons; Warner Classics 

We much appreciate their generous support.

Thanks go in particular to all the artists who have given their services this evening: 

Gemma Rosefield; Nicola Eimer; Joanna MacGregor; Martin James Bartlett; 
Lucas Krupinski & Piers Lane.

Thanks also to:

Alec Cobbe for designing the front cover

Michelle at The London Printing Company.com for designing the Gala Programme

Gillian Newman, Secretary of the Chopin Society for all the preliminary work of publicising 
the event and preparing copy for the Gala Programme

Thanks to Marek Ostas for kindly agreeing to be the official photographer at the Wigmore 
Gala and for many of the photographs used in the programme.

The staff at Wigmore Hall

The Wigmore Hall Restaurant for refreshments
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PROGRAMME
All-Chopin

Cello Sonata in G minor Op.65
Allegro moderato; Scherzo & Trio

Largo; Finale: Allegro

GEMMA ROSEFIELD (cello) & NICOLA EIMER (piano)

4 Mazurkas Op.30:
in C minor; B minor; D flat; C sharp minor

3 Mazurkas Op.59:
in A minor; A flat; F sharp minor

JOANNA MACGREGOR (piano)

I * N * T * E * R * V * A * L
With complimentary glass of Champagne

Ballade in G minor Op.23

MARTIN JAMES BARTLETT (piano)

Polonaise-Fantaisie in A flat Op.61

LUCAS KRUPINSKI (piano)

Nocturne in E Op.62
2 Nocturnes Op.27:

in C sharp minor; D flat
Waltz in C sharp minor Op.64 No.2

Grande Valse Brillante in E flat Op.18

PIERS LANE (piano)



Gemma Rosefield

Winner of the prestigious Pierre Fournier Award in 
2007, Gemma Rosefield made her concerto debut at 
the age of sixteen when she won First Prize in the 
European Music for Youth Competition in Oslo, 
Norway, playing a televised performance of the 
Saint-Saens Concerto with the Norwegian Radio 
Symphony Orchestra.
 
Described by The Strad on her 2003 Wigmore Hall 
debut as ‘a mesmerising musical treasure’, by the 
London Evening Standard as ‘a phenomenal talent’, 
and featured in BBC Music Magazine as ‘one to 
watch’, Gemma has made her solo debut in the 
Concertgebouw, Amsterdam and in The Diligentia, 
The Hague, in the New Masters International 
Recital Series. She gave the highly successful 
Pierre Fournier Award recital in September 2008 
at Wigmore Hall, as well as the 2008 and 2009 
Jacqueline du Pré Memorial Concerts at the same 
venue.

In 2011, Hyperion released a CD of Gemma playing 
the Complete Works for Cello and Orchestra of Sir 
Charles Stanford with the BBC Scottish Symphony 
Orchestra and Andrew Manze. BBC Music Magazine 
considered the Stanford Concerto to be ‘superbly 
played’ and Gramophone Magazine commented that
Gemma ‘plays with disarming character and 
freshness; her technique too is enviably sure and tone 
beguilingly rounded’.

Gemma plays throughout the Europe, the USA, 
Russia, Japan, Mexico, Kenya and New Zealand. 
She played Michael Ellison’s Concerto for Cello 
and Turkish Instruments with the BBC Symphony 
Orchestra, broadcast on Radio 3, performed the 
premiere of a new work for Cello and Choir by 
Cecilia McDowall at Westminster Abbey, and in 
August 2016 gave the UK Premiere of Concello, 
for Cello and Orchestra, by Maciej Zielinski at the 
Presteigne Festival. She was subsequently invited to 
perform Concello in Krakow with Sinfonietta
Cracovia, and to record it in 2019. In August 2017 
Gemma performed Edward Gregson’s cello concerto 
‘Concerto for Chris’, as well as giving the world 
premiere performance of Robert Peate’s Knuckles 
Arches atthe Presteigne Festival of Music and the 
Arts. Other recent engagements include the Dvorák 
Concerto with the Estonian National Orchestra and 
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Vello Pähn. and the Elgar Cello Concerto at the 
Royal Festival Hall with the Philharmonia Orchestra 
conducted by Christopher Warren-Green.

Gemma gives some 50 performances a year as cellist 
of Ensemble 360, Royal Philharmonic Society 
Medal Winners, 2013, whose performances are 
described by the Independent as ‘brimming with 
body and soul, with passion, vitality and virtuosity, 
whose performances never cease to amaze’. As 
cellist of the Leonore Piano Trio with pianist Tim 
Horton and violinist Benjamin Nabarro, she has 
made several recordings for Hyperion Records. 
The Trio’s premiere recording of the two Piano 
Trios by Arensky was described by the Observer as 
‘revelatory’ with ‘sumptuous breadth and beguiling 
warmth’. The Gramophone commented that the Trio 

Portrait of Fryderyk Chopin by Albert Graefle (1807 - 1889)
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played ‘with truly glorious affection’ and that ‘it is 
hard to imagine playing of a greater intensity’. This 
CD was BBC Radio3 disc of the week. The trio has 
since released a further six recordings for Hyperion, 
and more are to follow. In 2015 the Leonore Piano 
Trio embarked on a project to perform all the works 
by Beethoven for piano trio, violin and piano, and 
cello and piano, with extensive cycles in Sheffield’s 
Crucible Theatre, and at Kings Place, London, 
among other venues. At the request of the composer, 
the Leonore Trio recorded the complete trios by 
David Matthews, along with Journeying Songs for 
solo cello. In 2018, with violinist Benjamin Nabarro 
and violist Rachel Roberts, she recorded James 
Francis Brown’s Trio Concertante for string trio and 
orchestra, with Orchestra Nova conducted by George 
Vass. Gemma studied with David Strange at the 
RAM and with Ralph Kirshbaum at the RNCM. 
She has also studied with Johannes Goritzki, Gary 
Hoffman (Les Dix Stages de Perfectionnement, the 
Paris Conservatoire), Bernard Greenhouse and Zara 
Nelsova. Music written for her include works by 
David Matthews, Cecilia McDowall, James Francis 
Brown, Julian Dawes, Rhian Samuel, David Knotts 
and Michael Kamen.

Gemma plays on a cello made in Naples in 1704 by 
Alessandro Gagliano, formerly owned and played by 
the Prince Regent.
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British Pianist Nicola Eimer has performed as 
soloist and in chamber music across Europe, Asia 
and America and has played at the major UK 
venues including the Barbican and Wigmore Hall.

A graduate of New York’s Juilliard School, Nicola 
held a Fulbright Scholarship to study with Joseph 
Kalichstein. She previously studied in London 
with Danielle Salamon, and then with Christopher 
Elton at the Royal Academy of Music, where she 
was subsequently awarded a Fellowship and then 
nominated an Associate of the Academy.

Nicola’s passion for chamber music has led to 
collaborations in duos as well as larger ensembles, 
and she has won both the chamber music and 
solo awards in the Royal Overseas League Music 
Competition. She enjoys collaborating with the 
Swedish violinist Johan Dalene, with whom she has 
performed across Scandinavia, as well as recording 
together for BBC’s New Generation Artists scheme. 
They will be touring Europe in the 2021/2022 
season, as part of the ECHO series. 

Nicola is regularly invited to be a guest 
accompanist at international competitions, and 
has recently played for the Menuhin and the Carl 
Nielsen International Violin Competitions.

In February 2019, Nicola’s CD “So Many Stars” was 
released on Stone Records, with acclaimed violinist 
Fenella. It was described as “hugely rewarding” 
by The Observer; “an absolutely exquisite album” 
by BBC Radio 3’s Record Review, and was The 
Strad’s Recommended Recording that month, 
who said “the recorded sound combines warmth 
and immediacy with all the intimacy of a live 
performance, revealing Humphreys and Eimer at 
their stellar best.”

Teaching and lecturing are an important part of 
Nicola’s musical life. She has maintained a close 
connection with the Royal Academy of Music, 
teaching piano and chamber music at both Junior 
and Senior Departments, as well as being the piano 
lecturer on their piano pedagogy LRAM course. 
Nicola is also Head of Keyboard at Highgate 
School in London.

Nicola Eimer 



Joanna MacGregor
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Joanna MacGregor CBE is one of the world’s 
most innovative musicians, appearing as a concert 
pianist, curator and conductor. Head of Piano 
at the Royal Academy of Music and Professor of 
University of London, Joanna MacGregor was 
the Artistic Director of Dartington International 
Summer School & Festival 2014-2019, Artistic 
Director of the Bath International Music Festival 
2006-2012, and curated the multi-arts Deloitte 
Ignite Festival at the Royal Opera House, as well 
as Aventures+, an orchestral series for Luxembourg 
Philharmonie. She runs an annual Summer Piano 
Festival at the Royal Academy, and has just been 
appointed Music Director and Principal Conductor 
of the Brighton Philharmonic, as it approaches its 
centenary.

As a solo artist Joanna has performed in over 
eighty countries and appeared with many eminent 
conductors - Pierre Boulez, Sir Colin Davis, 
Valery Gergiev, Sir Simon Rattle and Michael 
Tilson Thomas amongst them - and orchestras, 
including the London Symphony and Sydney 
Symphony orchestras, Chicago, Melbourne and 
Oslo Philharmonic orchestras, Berlin Symphony 
Orchestra and Salzburg Camerata. She has remiered 
many landmark compositions, and performs 
regularly at major venues throughout the world, 
including Wigmore Hall, Sydney Opera House, 
Leipzig Gewandhaus, Amsterdam Concertgebouw 
and the Mozarteum in Salzburg.

Joanna is a regular broadcaster, making numerous 
appearances at the BBC Proms. She made her 
conducting debut in 2002 and has enjoyed a close 
artistic partnership with the Britten Sinfonia 
for more than fifteen years. Amongst the many 
artists with whom she has collaborated are Carolyn 
Sampson, Adrian Brendel, Kathryn Tickell, Brian 
Eno, and the writer Marina Warner. She was seen 
on BBC’s recent Civilisations series with the Wayne
McGregor Dance Company.

As a recording artist Joanna’s work encompasses 
Bach and Scarlatti as well as jazz and John Cage. 
Her own record label SoundCircus was founded 
in 1998 and has released the complete Chopin 
Mazurkas, the Mercury Prize-nominated Play, 
Bach’s Goldberg Variations and Live in Buenos 

Aires with the Britten Sinfonia. Jazz recordings 
include Sidewalk Dances - music by the New 
York street musician Moondog - and Deep River, 
inspired by the Deep South.

Joanna MacGregor was awarded a CBE for services 
to music in the Queen’s Birthday Honours in 2019. 
She was Visiting Musician at Oriel College Oxford, 
and in 2016 was awarded an Honorary Doctorate 
from the University of Cambridge. She makes 
regular appearances on television, and was the 
subject of a South Bank Show; her ongoing series of
music books, PianoWorld, has been hailed as ‘a new 
series for the Millennium’. She is currently Chair 
of the Paul Hamlyn Music Awards, and was a 2019 
Booker Prize Judge.
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Martin James Bartlett

Martin James Bartlett possesses a fearless technique 
and plays with a maturity and elegance far beyond 
his years. Bartlett is an exclusive recording artist 
with Warner Classics and his first disc was released 
in May 2019 and explores the theme of love and 
death in works by Bach, Liszt, Schumann, Granados, 
Wagner and Prokofiev. “Bartlett’s ability to think 
long-term, rather than give in to immediate 
excitement, is probably his most impressive trait. 
No.2 on his score card may be his unaffected 
delicacy of touch, colour and tone, brilliantly 
shown in the three Petrarch sonnet settings from 
Liszt’s Années de pèlerinage... Everything works to 
illuminate the music.”

Martin James Bartlett’s early public success was 
as the winner of the BBC Young Musician of the 
Year in 2014. This led to engagements with the 
BBC Symphony Orchestra, BBC Scottish Symphony 
Orchestra, Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, as well as recitals 
across the country.

He made his BBC Proms debut in 2015 performing 
Gershwin Rhapsody in Blue with the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra. He also performed the 
piece with the Ulster Orchestra at the BBC Proms 
“Last Night” celebrations which was broadcast live 
from Belfast on BBC Four and BBC Radio Ulster. In 
the following year, he performed at Her Majesty The 
Queen’s 90th Birthday thanksgiving service, which 
was broadcast live on BBC One from St. Paul’s 
Cathedral. 

During this period he received support from the 
Young Classical Artists Trust (YCAT).

In 2017, whilst still an undergraduate at the Royal 
College of Music, where he has studied with 
Professor Vanessa Latarche, Bartlett was a quarter 
finalist in The Van Cliburn Competition, held 
in Fort Worth, Texas, attracting a considerable 
following both live in the hall and online on Medici 
TV. In 2021 he graduated with a first class bachelors 
degree, masters degree and an artists diploma 
from the Royal College of Music, having been also 
awarded the Queen Mother Rosebowl by Prince 
Charles. 

In the 2021/22 season, Bartlett will embark upon 
a European tour with the LGT Young Soloists, 
performing Philip Glass’s ‘Tirol’ piano concerto 
at the Berlin Konzerthaus, Vienna Musikverein 
and Hamburg Elbphilharmonie culminating in 
a gala performance for the Prince and Princess of 
Liechtenstein in London. He will also play recitals   
at the International Chopin Piano Festival at 
Duszniki Zdrój, Wigmore Hall, the Concertgebouw, 
and Alte Oper Frankfurt. In the Spring of 2022 
Bartlett will join the Britten-Shostakovich Festival 
Orchestra on a tour in Russia. Martin James Bartlett 
will make his New York debut in the Young 
Concert Artists Series this season, as well as recitals 
in Arizona, Missouri, and Washington DC.

During the past season, Bartlett was invited to 
play recitals across the UK, including Wigmore 
Hall and the Belfast International Arts Festival, 
as well as internationally, including recitals at the 
Concertgebouw, Salle Cortot, the Elbphilharmonie, 
the Wiener Konzerthaus, and Muziekcentrum De 
Bijloke Gent. Bartlett was also invited to play with 
the BBC National Orchestra of Wales, and for his 
debut with the NDR Radiophilharmonie Hannover 
and Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra. In 
this season Bartlett was also awarded 1st prize at 
the inaugural Cleveland international Virtualoso 
competition.

Martin James Bartlett is managed in North America 
by Young Concert Artists.



Piano Forte by John Broadwood & Sons 1847 (17047)
(Royal Academy of Music on permanent loan to the Cobbe Collection - photo by Salvatore Arancio

Lucas Krupinski
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London-based Polish pianist Lucas Krupinski is 
the winner of the 7th San Marino International 
Piano Competition and all of its contest prizes - the 
Audience Award, the Music Critics’ Award and
the Orchestra Award.

Lucas was a finalist at the Ferruccio Busoni 
International Piano Competition in Bolzano in 
2017, and has won international piano competitions 
in Hannover (2015), Aachen (2016) and Goerlitz 
(2020). As a semi-finalist, he ranked among the 
best twenty pianists at the 17th Frederic Chopin 
International Piano Competition in Warsaw (2015).

His debut album Espressione was released in 2017 
and includes compositions by Haydn, Chopin
and Scriabin, inspired by his musical travels to 
Italy. The CD was nominated for the International
Classical Music Awards 2018 alongside albums 
by Krystian Zimerman and Evgeny Kissin, and 
received excellent press reviews in Pizzicato 
magazine, MDR Kultur, Radio Luxembourg, 
Radio France and Gramophone.

In 2018, Lucas gave his debut recital at Carnegie 
Hall / Isaac Stern Auditorium and has since
received invitations to play with the Chicago 
Philharmonic and the Buffalo Philharmonic.
In the same year, he went on tour with the 
Santander Orchestra and the legendary Lawrence
Foster. During the Winter Olympics in South 
Korea (2018), Lucas performed at a special recital
in PyeongChang. He has recently performed at the 
Royal Albert Hall in London, Teatro La Fenice
in Venice, La Verdi in Milano and Merkin Hall in 
New York, and has performed recitals in Paris,
Tokyo and Sydney, to name but a few locations.

In addition to being twice laureate of the Minister 
of Culture and National Heritage Prize for 
remarkable artistic accomplishments, Lucas has 
also received the Minister of Culture and National 
Heritage Scholarship and the Krystian Zimerman 
Foundation Scholarship. In 2016, he was honoured 
with a Commemorative Medal from the Frederic 
Chopin University of Music in recognition of his 
artistic achievements. In 2017/2018, he received a 
prestigious DAAD scholarship for his postgraduate 
studies in Germany. Since 2018, he has been a 

member of Talent Unlimited UK. From 2021, he is 
being supported by the Royal Philharmonic Society 
Enterprise Fund in association with Harriet’s Trust. 

Lucas was born in Warsaw, Poland in 1992. 
He previously studied at the Frederic Chopin 
University of Music in Warsaw, where he graduated 
with a “Magna cum Laude” distinction under the
supervision of Professor Alicja Paleta-Bugaj and Dr 
Konrad Skolarski. He continued his studies with
Professor Arie Vardi at Hannover University of 
Music, Drama and Media (2017-2018) and with
Professor Dmitri Alexeev at the Royal College of 
Music in London (2018-2019).

Lucas Krupinski is a Steinway Artist, represented 
by Ludwig van Beethoven Association and
Madam Elzbieta Penderecki.

www.lucaskrupinski.co.uk



Piers Lane
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London-based Australian pianist Piers Lane has a 
worldwide reputation as an engaging, searching 
and highly versatile performer, at home equally in 
solo, chamber and concerto repertoire. Five times 
soloist at the BBC Proms, Piers Lane’s wide-ranging 
concerto repertoire exceeds one hundred works and 
has led to engagements with many of the world’s 
great orchestras, working recently with conductors 
like Sir Andrew Davis, Andrew Litton, Vassily
Sinaisky, Yan Pascal Tortelier and Brett Dean. 
Festival appearances have included Aldeburgh, 
Seattle, Bard, Bath Mostly Mozart, Bergen, 
Cheltenham, Como Autumn Music, La Roque 
d’Anthéron, Rockport, Prague Spring, Ruhr 
Klavierfestival, Schloss vor Husum and the Chopin 
festivals in Warsaw, Duszniki-Zdrój, Mallorca and 
Paris.

Highlights of the 2020/2021 season include 
engagements with the Sydney and Queensland
Symphony Orchestras, a Musica Viva national tour 
of Australia with the Goldner String Quartet, 
an Australian tour with the Maltese tenor Josef 
Calleja, appearances for various festivals including 
Bard Music and the Australian Festival of Chamber 
Music, running the 2021 Sydney International 
Online Piano Competition and judging the 
Menuhin International Violin Competition, 
duo performances with violinist Tasmin Little 
before her retirement in December 2020, and 
further performances with actress Dame Patricia 
Routledge.

In recent seasons Piers Lane performed three 
concerti at Carnegie Hall, and world premieres 
of Carl Vine’s second Piano Concerto and Double 
Piano Concerto Implacable Gifts, both written for 
him. 

His extensive discography for Hyperion includes 
much admired recordings of rare romantic piano 
concertos, including his 2020 release of Bliss, 
Rubbra and Bax concertos with The Orchestra 
Now, the complete Malcolm Williamson piano 
concertos, the complete Preludes and Etudes 
by Scriabin, transcriptions of Bach and Strauss, 
along with complete collections of Concert Etudes 
by Saint-Saëns, Moscheles and Henselt, and 
transcriptions by Grainger. He has also recorded 

eleven volumes of piano quintets with the Goldner 
String Quartet for Hyperion, many cds with 
Tasmin Little and Michael Collins for Chandos and 
further solo and chamber cds for EMI, Phillips, 
Dutton, Unicorn Kanchana and ABC Classics.

Piers Lane is Artistic Director of the Sydney 
International Piano Competition. He was Artistic
Director of the Australian Festival of Chamber 
Music from 2006 to 2017, and from 2006 to 2013
he also directed the annual Myra Hess Day at the 
National Gallery in London. He has written and 
presented over 100 programmes for BBC Radio 3, 
including the popular 54-part series The Piano.

In the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Birthday Honours 
he was made an Officer of the Order of Australia 
(AO) for distinguished services to the arts. In 1994 
he was made an Honorary Member of the Royal 
Academy of Music, where he was a professor from 
1989 to 2007. Piers holds Honorary Doctorates 
from two Australian Universities: Griffith and 
James Cook.

Please visit www.pierslane.com for more 
information.



Lucie Swiatek, a piano teacher with a passion for 
Chopin’s music, founded the Chopin Society in 
London in 1971, choosing February 22nd – the day 
she and many others regarded as his birthday – on 
which to hold the first recital.

Lucie came from a modest background, having 
been born and brought up in Brick Lane in the East 
End of London.  Her four grandparents however 
were Polish.

The Chopin Society was not the first organisation 
of this kind to hold concerts in London.

After the Second World War, French teacher and 
Chopin scholar, Arthur Hedley, set up a Chopin 
Circle which held concerts in private houses and in 
a hotel at 99 Eaton Place – which  was particularly 
appropriate as this was where Chopin gave the 
first of his semi-public concerts during his visit to 
London in 1848.  The building has a blue plaque on 
it commemorating the fact.

It is possible that Mrs. Swiatek had been a member 
of this Chopin Circle, and that is what inspired her 
to found the Chopin Society when the Circle came 
to an end following Hedley’s death in 1969.

Certainly, many Chopin Circle members followed 
Lucie to her Society, including Captain Evelyn 
Broadwood (of the piano firm Broadwoods), Daisy 
Drinkwater (widow of Benno Moiseiwitsch) and 
Natalia Karp (a pianist who had survived the Nazi 
death camps), who used to give recitals with Hedley 
reading Chopin’s letters which he had translated 
and published.

The Society’s first Committee included Captain 
Broadwood, Daisy Drinkwater and Mrs. Eirene 
White (married to Lucie Swiatek’s first husband), 
a highly competent woman and a Minister in 
Harold Wilson’s government, who arranged for 
the Society to become a registered charity a few 
years later, and, as Baroness White of Rhymney 
continued to keep an eye on the Society up to her 
death in 1999.

A  History of the Chopin Society
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Left & Right Mrs Lucie Swiatek in her 90’s, centre in her youth

Natalia Karp, Captain Evelyn Broadwood and Arthur Hedley

Baroness White of Rhymney
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Lucie shared Arthur Hedley’s desire to hold Chopin 
concerts in the sort of salon environment where 
the composer would have felt at home performing, 
creating an intimate connection between audience 
and artist.

The word “salon” should be taken in the wider, 
French sense, incorporating anything from a 
moderate-sized room with a few people gathered 
together, to the vast drawing room of a Parisian 
Hotel Particulier belonging to the Baronne de 
Rothschild or Princess Czartoryska, where Chopin 
did apparently feel at home.
At the beginning Lucie’s concerts were held 
variously in private houses, More House convent 
in the Cromwell Road, and the bed and breakfast 
hotel at 99 Eaton Place.

She had an unfailing ear for talent, engaging artists 
such as Philip Fowke – who gave the second concert 
for the Society – Natalia Karp, Peter Frankl, 
Tamas Vasary, Mitsuko Uchida, Louis Kentner, 
and Howard Shelley.  Lucie being an unusually 
persuasive person, the artists all gave their services 
and were rewarded with a nice present.

The first President of the Society was Maurice 
Jacobson, the last Chairman of Curwen & Sons 
music publishers of Maiden Lane, and a well-
known adjudicator at festivals.  He had been a 
pupil of Busoni before having to go into business 
and was a great promoter of choirs and choral 
music.  At some point he had been Lucie’s piano 
teacher.

In 1972 there was a crisis when the owners of the 
hotel at 99 Eaton Place decided to sell it, the plan 
being to turn the building into flats.  Lucie Swiatek 
launched a campaign to try to prevent this, even 
enlisting the support of Artur Rubinstein.  But to 
no avail.  She did however manage to stop the large 
first floor lateral drawing room in which Chopin 
played being divided in two.

This did not solve the immediate problem of 
finding a regular venue for the Chopin Society, 
which continued to use the room at More House, 
although it was really too big for them.

Then in 1974, a friend of Lucie’s, Count Grocholski, 
made an arrangement with the Polish Institute in 
Princes Gate, off Exhibition Road.  The Director, 
Ryszard Dembinski, agreed to the Chopin Society 
holding Sunday afternoon concerts in the first-
floor salon of the Institute for a peppercorn sum, 
and also allowed it to keep a piano there. Daisy 
Drinkwater lent one of her husband Benno’s 
Steinways.  Flanked by Polish flags and under 
the severe gaze of a bust of General Sikorski, the 
London Chopin Society held its concerts there 
for thirty-three years.  The room seated eighty 
comfortably.

The Society was, and still is, a subscription society.  
Members pay an annual subscription and can 
attend eight or ten concerts or talks for free.  Non-
members can buy tickets, and everyone must pay 
for special, fund-raising concerts.

The Polish Institute & Sikorski Museum, 20 Princes 
Gate, houses many important and historic Polish 
artifacts including an early Enigma machine.  It 
contains thousands of documents relating to Polish 

Members of the Chopin Society at the Polish Institute
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history, and particularly to the Second World War, 
and is therefore an important place for research.  
From the end of the Second World War until 1990, 
it was the home of the Polish Government in Exile, 
representing the many Poles who left Poland when 
it fell under Communist rule.

The Chopin Society, as previously for the Chopin 
Circle, the period of Chopin’s stay in London in 
1848, the places in which he performed, visited or 
stayed in, and the people he met has been a subject 
of particular interest.

Chief amongst these places of significance has 
been London’s Guildhall, where Chopin gave his 
last-ever public performance at a Polish Concert 
and Ball organised by the Literary Society of the 
Friends of Poland, headed by Lord Dudley Stewart 
and the Czartoryskis, to raise money for Polish 
refugees.  Prince Adam Czartoryski – based in 
Paris – was head of the Polish Government in exile, 
and Lord Dudley Stewart his representative in 
Britain.

In 1949, Benno Moiseiwitsch gave a recital there 
commemorating the 100th anniversary of Chopin’s 
death, playing the same Broadwood piano that 
Chopin had used back on November 16th 1848.  
The piano was lent for the occasion by Captain 
Broadwood and the event may have been supported 
by the Chopin Circle, or led to the founding of it.

In 1978, a similar concert was planned at Guildhall 
to celebrate the 170th anniversary of Chopin’s 
last performance.  Once again the Broadwood 
piano was used, with Swiss pianist Albert Ferber 
performing.

This concert was organised jointly by the Chopin 
Society, the Anglo Polish Society and the Byron 
Society.  Unfortunately it led to another crisis 
for the Chopin Society, because its committee 
had understandably invited representatives of the 
Polish Institute and Polish Government in Exile, 
and one of the other organisations had invited the 
Communist Polish and Russian ambassadors.  They 
were all seated together, but those representing the 
Polish Institute and Government in Exile and their 
supporters (all the Polish members of the Chopin 
Society and their friends) walked out in fury.  Half 
the members of the Chopin Society then left the 
Society for good, as they blamed Lucie for allowing 
the disaster to happen.

Some good did come out of the evening, however.  
The funds raised went to towards a bust of Chopin 
by Jaroslaw Alfer, presented to Guildhall by the 
Chopin Society, the Byron Society and the Anglo 
Polish Society, which is now on permanent display 
at the entrance to the Great Hall.

The Chopin Broadwood at Hatchlands Park

The Alfer bust 
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The Broadwood family presented their Chopin 
Broadwood piano to the Royal Academy of 
Music, who in turn loaned it permanently to the 
Cobbe Collection Trust of Composer Keyboard 
Instruments.

As a result of the fiasco at Guildhall, the ranks of 
the Chopin Society were considerably depleted in 
the early 1980s.

The President, Maurice Jacobson, had died and been 
replaced by the eminent Hungarian pianist Louis 
Kentner. The Chairman had been sacked and the 
Treasurer run over by a bus.  Lucie Swiatek was in 
despair as she had no Committee, and it even looked 
as if a rival Chopin organisation was being set up.
As a last resort she invited Rose Cholmondeley, 
one of Kentner’s pupils, to be Chairman.  Rose 
accepted, with a good deal of trepidation.  But she 
must have got something right, as at her first AGM, 
Lady White said to her “May I congratulate you, 
my dear, on the fastest AGM I have ever attended!”

Lucie resigned from her post as Secretary of 
the Society in 1987, the position being taken by 
Denis Dumbreck, a former editor of Hansards.  
The President, Louis Kentner also died and was 
replaced by famous astronomer and physicist Sir 
Bernard Lovell, a great lover of Chopin’s music and 
a former music critic.  Lucie remained as Artistic 
Director until 1990 when Rose Cholmondeley took 
over.

As well as her interest in Chopin’s visit to Britain, 
Lucie Swiatek also liked to use the Society’s 
concerts to raise money for various good causes she 
supported, and this tradition continued after she 
retired.

In 1990 the Communist regime in Poland was 
replaced by a democracy.  Soon after this Lucie 
Swiatek received the Order of Merit from the 
Polish Ministry of Culture.

That year the Society organised a visit to Paris and 
the manor house of Nohant (George Sand’s house) 
for about fifteen members, several of them in their 
80s!  It was a great success.

One of the major changes the new management of 
the Society introduced was that artists were paid 
a fee rather than given a present.  Nobody had 
the time anymore or the persuasive gifts to plead 
with artists or their agents to get them to play for 
nothing, though most were prepared to accept a 
reduced fee.

It therefore became a necessity to increase the 
Society’s income by growing the membership and 
holding fund-raising events.  All the concerts we 
organised in the following years gave a proportion 
on the profits to the Chopin Society, sometimes 
20% and sometimes half.  

Between 1985 and 2000 membership grew from 
thirty to two hundred.

The Chopin Society visiting Chopin’s Grave in Père Lachaise 
Cemetery in 1990

President Louis Kentner and Chairman Rose Cholmondeley in 1986
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In 1991 the Society held its first Gala Concert at 
Lambeth Palace to raise funds for the Jacqueline du 
Pré Music Building in Oxford.

A Chopin Festival using instruments from the 
Cobbe Collection at Hatchlands Park, as part of 
the 1993 Guildford International Music Festival, 
and a Gala Concert at the House of Commons 
raised funds for the restoration of the Chopin 
Broadwood piano now installed in the Cobbe 
Collection.  These last events were sponsored by 
the Sunley Turriff Group with a governments BSIS 
award.

In 1996, to celebrate HM The Queen’s visit to 
Poland, the Chopin Society was invited to hold 
a concert at the Polish Embassy.  Angela Hewitt 
and Piotr Anderszewski performed Bach and 
Chopin.  Rose Cholmondeley, who since 1988 had 
played many times at Chopin’s birthplace Zelazowa 
Wola, and in the Łazienki Park as well as at Polish 
festivals, travelled to Warsaw and played in the 
Ostrogski Castle. 

In 1998, the 150th anniversary of the year 
Chopin visited Britain, Charles Grant & Rose 
Cholmondeley gave twenty performances of 
“Chopin’s Visit to Scotland” in the Assembly 
Rooms on the Edinburgh Festival Fringe, 
sponsored by Tartan Silk and Gray Dawes Internet 
with A & B New Partners under the pairing 
scheme.  It received a Silver Pear award from the 
Government.

Then in November, the month of Chopin’s last 
performance, a Gala was held at London’s Guildhall 
with Nikolai Demidenko, raising funds for Marie 
Curie Cancer Care, who were celebrating their 50th 
anniversary, and for the Society itself, who were 
desperate as they were soon to lose the Moiseiwitsch 
piano they had used for twenty-four years.

This was the first Gala to be attended by HRH 
Princess Alexandra.  

One of the guests at the Gala, the late Mrs. Barbara 
Piasecka Johnson, offered the Steinway piano 
she had bought for her friend, the late Witold 
Malcuzynski, whose signature had been engraved 
on the frame by Bulgari., whose signature had been 
engraved on the frame by Bulgari.  The piano duly 
arrived from Italy, and the funds raised from the 
Gala paid for its restoration by Steinways’ Bob 
Glazebrook.

Following the Guildhall Gala Concert, Rose 
Cholmondeley – Chairman and Artistic Director of 
the Society – was awarded the Knights’ Cross of the 
Order of Merit by the Polish President Aleksander 
Kwaśzniewski.  It was presented to her in the Polish 
Embassy by HE Ryszard Stemplowski.
  
Sir Bernard Lovell then became Patron of the 
Chopin Society and Rose Cholmondeley became 
President for the purpose of fundraising.

Malcuzynski’s signature on the Johnson Steinway Piano
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1999 was the 150th anniversary of Chopin’s death.  
The Society sponsored pre-concert talks at the 
South Bank 150 Festival and participated in an 
exhibition about Chopin’s life and visit to Britain 
held at the Sikorski Museum.  To inaugurate 
the Malcuzynski piano and commemorate the 
anniversary, a Celebrity Series was also held at 
Princes Gate.  Artists included Nikolai Demidenko, 
Christian Blackshaw, Angela Hewitt, Eugen Indjic 
and Melvyn Tan.

Baroness White died in 1999, Luce Swiatek the 
following year.  Memorial concerts were held for 
them in 2001.  

In 2000 the Society organised a visit to the 14th 
Warsaw International Chopin Piano Competition.  
The group also had the chance to visit Zelazowa 
Wola and other places with Chopin connections, 
and attended the performance of Mozart’s 
Requiem held in the Church of the Holy Cross in 
memory of Chopin’s death.

2003 was Sir Bernard Lovell’s 90th year and 
celebratory concerts were held: one with Imogen 
Cooper at the Reform Club sponsored by N.M. 
Rothschild, and the other with Angela Hewitt 
at St. Nicolas Chapel in Cheshire – not far from 
Sir Bernard’s home – sponsored by Farr Hall 
Developments Ltd and Galliford Try Construction 

Ltd North with A & B New Partners pairing 
scheme.  Another Silver Pear was awarded. The 
Cheshire concert was part of a series of three, 
raising funds for the Northwest Cancer Research 
Fund and St. Luke’s Hospice, Winsford. 

In 2006 a Gala Concert was held at Strawberry 
Hill, Twickenham, in conjunction with the World 
Monuments Fund.  Horace Walpole’s gothic 
villa was sorely in need of restoration, and in its 
charmingly “distressed” state seemed the perfect 
place for one of our events.  

HRH Princess Alexandra attended as Guest of 
Honour, and an evening with a concert by the 
Gould Trio, a dinner and auction was held.  The 
auctioneer was Harry Dalmeny, who achieved an 
excellent result, thanks to the late Prince Rupert 
Loewenstein, Dame Vivien Duffield and Mrs. 
Barbara Piasecka Johnson.  Because the house had 
not yet been restored, it was possible to drape 
it with flowers and have candles on the dinner 
tables and in the windows, so it looked magical.  
Financially it was very successful, and half the 
funds went to The Strawberry Hill Trust.

Nikolai Demidenko and President then Patron Sir Bernard Lovell 
1999

HRH Princess Alexandra at Strawberry Hill in 2006
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2007 brought another crisis for the Society.

For many years membership numbers had been 
increasing and – finding the salon full – the 
audience began sitting in the corridor and even 
on the stairs outside the concert room.  But to 
conform with the Charity Commission regulations 
and for financial reasons, the Society also needed 
to be open to the general public. Evidently a larger 
venue was needed. 

Matters came to a head one Sunday when an 
audience of around two hundred descended on the 
Polish Institute.  The Chopin Society had no choice 
but to leave after thirty-three years.  Fortunately, 
one of the Committee had found a church in 
Pimlico – St. Gabriel’s – who were happy to let the 
Society give concerts and keep its piano there.

The acoustics in St. Gabriel’s were excellent, but 
it was too cold for winter concerts, so instead the 
Society gave two Summer Festivals in 2008 and 
2009, with artists such as Nikolai Demidenko, 
Hamish Milne and Sunwook Kim.

Concerts were also held in Home House, Portman 
Square, with splendid refreshments provided by the 
then owner, Brian Clivaz.

2010 was the Society’s most vital year to date, as it 
was the bicentenary of Chopin’s birth and there 
were celebrations worldwide.

To mark the anniversary the London Chopin 
Society organised a Series called “In the Footsteps 
of Chopin”.  

On March 1st – seen by some as Chopin’s birthday 
– Rose Cholmondeley gave a talk about Chopin’s 
visit to Britain at the South Bank immediately 
before the Pollini concert.  

Concerts were planned in venues either where 
Chopin had actually played or where he had stayed 
or visited.  

Sir Bernard Lovell was no longer able to attend 
and therefore became Patron Emeritus.  It was an 
honour when HRH Princess Alexandra kindly 
agreed to be the Society’s Royal Patron for the year, 
and HE Barbara Tuge Erecińska became Honorary 
President.

A highlight of the Series was the Gala Concert 
& Dinner at Lancaster House on 16th May in 
the presence of the Royal Patron, HRH Princess 
Alexandra and her brother HRH The Duke of 
Kent.  Chopin had performed there on the same 
date back in 1848 for the Duchess of Sutherland, in 
front of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert. 

The Chopin Pleyel was brought up from the Cobbe 
Collection at Hatchlands Park. This piano had 
been used for Chopin’s last Paris concert, then 
brought to England by him.  This time it was played 
by Nikolai Demidenko, and by Sam Haywood 
accompanying Steven Isserlis, who was playing 
a cello which had belonged to Chopin’s friend 
Franchomme, who performed with him at the last 
Paris concert.

Sam Haywood and Steven Isserlis at Lancaster House in 2010
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This concert was particularly supported by 
the Polish Embassy and the late Prince Rupert 
Loewenstein, and the funds raised were enough 
to pay for the Chopin Society’s only publication, 
a book called “Chopin’s Swansong”, written by 
Alec Cobbe and extensively illustrated, describing 
the three Chopin pianos in the Cobbe Collection: 
the Broadwood, the Pleyel and the Erard, and 
also giving details of Chopin’s visit to Britain.  By 
patiently going through the Broadwood ledgers, 
Cobbe uncovered other addresses where Chopin 
performed in London, apart from the ones 
mentioned in the letter to his family of August 
1848.

Other concerts in the Series took place at the 
Athenaeum with Ian Hobson and at the In & Out 
Club, with Peter Donahoe – a few houses down 
from where Lord Falmouth’s house once stood 
(No.2 St. James’s Square) where Chopin gave a semi-
public concert.  Chopin stayed in Dover Street, so 
a concert with tea was given by Mishka Rushdie 
Momen in Brown’s Hotel.  Two concerts were given 
at the Royal Overseas League in St James’s with 
Cristina Ortiz and Cédric Tiberghien. Chopin 
was a keen visitor to Covent Garden, consequently 
several concerts were given in St. Paul’s Covent 
Garden, one with Rose Cholmondeley and Charles 
Grant performing “Chopin’s visit to London”, and 
another with Piers Lane playing all of Chopin’s 
Nocturnes by candlelight.

The Chopin Society also gave one of the Jacqueline 
du Pré Memorial concerts at Wigmore Hall.

The Society has had a long association with the 
Hall, presenting artists there from the 1990s, 
amongst whom were Eugen Indjic, Bernard 
Ringeissen and Marc Laforet, as well as giving an 
earlier Jacqueline du Pré concert to raise funds for 
the Royal Hospital for Neuro-disability.
Wigmore Hall fitted in to the “Footsteps of 
Chopin” theme as Chopin stayed briefly round 
the corner in Bentinck Street, near his Patrons 
the Stirling sisters, in Welbeck Street, and his first 
paid engagement in London in 1848 was for Lady 
Gainsborough in Cavendish Square. 

The grande finale of the bicentenary year for the 
Society was a Concert, Dinner & Ball at Guildhall 
in the presence of HRH Princess Alexandra, 
emulating the occasion when Chopin gave his last 
performance at a Polish Concert & Ball.  

Christian Blackshaw played all the Chopin 
Preludes in the Old Library before guests moved 
to the Great Hall for Dinner. During a dinner 
interval, the late Oliver Davies played the Chopin 
Broadwood piano brought up from Hatchlands.  
A moving experience both for performer and 
audience. 

On this occasion, which also included an auction, 
funds were again raised for Marie Curie Cancer 
Care as well as for the Chopin Society.  It is worth 
noting that virtually every concert in the 2010 
Series was sold out.  The Society was very grateful 
to both the Polish Cultural Institute and the Polish 
Embassy for their sugnificant suport of the main 
events, as well as to the Patrons for the Evening and 
the donors to the auction for their generosity.

In 2011, following the Chopin Bicentenary Series, 
President Rose Cholmondeley was awarded the 
Gold Gloria Artis medal by the Ministry of Culture 
in Poland.  This was presented by HE Barbara Tuge 
Erecińska at the Polish Embassy following a recital 
by Pascal Rogé.

Chopin’s Swansong
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Also in 2011, to celebrate its 40th anniversary, the 
Chopin Society held another concert at the now 
splendidly restored Strawberry Hill, attended by 
Their Royal Highnesses Princess Alexandra and 
The Duke of Kent, with his son The Earl of St. 
Andrews.  Candles were not allowed this time of 
course, but the brilliance of the newly completed 
restoration made it magical just the same.

This Midsummer Concert with Angela Hewitt, took 
place in the Waldegrave Drawing Room.  It was 
followed by an auction taken by Hugh Edmeades, 
then a buffet in the Gallery, and more funds were 
raised for the Strawberry Hill Trust and the Society.

Needing to hold concerts in winter as well as 
summer, the Chopin Society decided to leave St. 
Gabriel’s and was given a temporary home in St. 
Paul’s Covent Garden, the actors’ church, where it 
remained after Piers Lane’s candlelit concert.  

The Society was made to feel very welcome, and it 
was a lovely and atmospheric place for concerts, but 
there was one major disadvantage: a great deal of 
noise from the Piazza behind the church on Sunday 
afternoons.  It was obvious another venue would 
have to be found.

Fortunately, one of the Committee had contacts 
with Westminster Cathedral and was able to arrange 
for the Society to move to the Cathedral Hall in 2012 
with its piano, now housed in an alcove next to one 

containing the piano of the Bach Choir.  The Hall – 
which is still the Society’s regular venue – has proved 
an ideal base with good transport links, excellent 
facilities and a small kitchen to help with catering 
for after-concert refreshments.

Afternoon teas, with wine, coffee and yes, tea, now 
served alongside sandwiches, biscuits, savouries and 
homemade cakes, have been an important feature 
of the Chopin Society’s monthly concerts since 
they began, giving as they do an opportunity for 
members both to meet each other and the artists, 
while adding to the salon atmosphere.  Following 
the intimacy and concentration of a performance, 
many people enjoy the conviviality and the 
opportunity to socialise.

The Lady Rose Cholmondeley, HRH The Duke of the Kent, 
Angela Hewitt and The Earl of St Andrews at Strawberry Hill in 2011

A Concert at Westminster Cathedral Hall

Tea after the concert
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Between 1991 and 2011 the Chopin Society raised 
funds for The Jacqueline du Pré Music Building in 
Oxford, the restoration of the Chopin Broadwood 
piano, the Polish Flood Appeal, Marie Curie Cancer 
Care, Women’s Health Concern, the Strawberry 
Hill Trust, the Royal Hospital for Neuro-disability, 
Cancer Research Northwest, St. Luke’s Hospice 
Winsford and the Pelican Trust, amongst others, and 
also made enough to keep itself going. 

In 2012 Sir Bernard Lovell died, and a memorial 
concert for him was planned.  Sir David Davies, an 
old friend of Sir Bernard’s, offered sponsorship.
In 2013 it became clear that the Malcuzynski piano 
was no longer reliable.  To replace it with a new 
Steinway was going to cost a fortune, yet it was 
felt that nothing less would do given the quality of 
artists playing at the concerts.

In 2013 the President, Rose Cholmondeley, 
performed a programme “Chopin in Majorca” in 
the monastery at Valdemossa to commemorate the 
175th anniversary of Chopin and George Sand’s stay 
there.  She also performed at Nohant with Marie-
Christine Barrault.

Noticing that 2014 was the 10th anniversary of 
Poland joining the EU, she asked Polish Ambassador 
HE Witold Sobków if he would be interested in 
supporting a joint event.  He pointed out it was also 
the 15th anniversary of Poland joining NATO and 
the 25th anniversary of free elections in Poland, and 
that he would be delighted to help.  Ambassador 
Sobków found a main sponsor, KGHM POLSKA 
Miedz SA and a partner, Grupa LOTOS.  So in 
December 2014 the Chopin Society was able to 
hold a Memorial Concert for Sir Bernard Lovell, 
sponsored by Sir David Davies, followed by a 
“Constellation Christmas Dinner and Ball” 
supported by KGHM POLSKA Miedz SA and 
partner, Grupa LOTOS, raising money for a new 

Steinway. HRH Princess Alexandra attended as 
Guest of Honour and the concert was given by Polish 
pianist Mateus Borowiak.  Stunning projections by 
Foyle Fireworks showed planets and the Jodrell Bank 
telescope on the walls of Guildhall.

With substantial support from the Eranda 
Foundation and the great generosity of Patrons 
for the Evening, Benefactors and Supporters, 
plus plenty of advertising revenue and an auction 
with amazing lots handled with aplomb by Philip 
Mould, and with particular thanks to Ambassador 
Sobków and the supporters he had found, the 
Chopin Society had their most successful fund-
raising evening ever, making over £200,000.

A new Steinway was now assured.  Donations went 
to Laski School for the Blind in Poland and the 
Discovery Centre at Jodrell Bank.

Projection of Planet on Guildhall at 2014 Gala
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In addition to organising this Gala Evening, that 
year the Society also arranged for Professor 
Andrzej Jasiński (teacher of Krystian Zimerman) 
to come to London and give masterclasses at the 
principal music colleges: the Royal College of 
Music, Royal Academy of Music, the Guildhall 
School of Music & Drama, and Trinity Laban 
Conservatoire of Music & Dance, and also at 
Steinway Hall.

Also in 2014 the Chopin Society was delighted that 
the world-famous pianist Murray Perahia agreed to 
become its Honorary President.

In the summer of 2015, Rose Cholmondeley, 
accompanied by Craig Terry, Managing Director of 
Steinways London, and Ulrich Gerhartz, Steinways’ 
Director of Artist and Concert Services, travelled 
to the Steinway factory in Hamburg to choose a 
new piano.

Ulrich Gerhartz had arranged a selection of 
five beautiful Model B Steinways, and with his 
guidance, an excellent instrument was chosen.

The piano was inaugurated in Westminster 
Cathedral Hall in January 2017 by Peter Donahoe, 
in the presence of HRH Princess Alexandra, HRH 
The Duke of Kent, and the new Honorary President 
Murray Perahia. 

It has proved a great success and the Society now 
feels confident that it can invite any pianist, 
however distinguished, to play.

At the end of 2016 Rose Cholmondeley received the 
“Bene Merito” medal from Ambassador Sobków at 
the Polish Embassy following a recital by Valerie 
Tryon.

HRH Princess Alexandra at Westminster Cathedral Hall in 2016

Professor Andrzej Jasiński giving a masterclass to 
Mishka Rushdie Momen in 2014

Ambassador Sobków, Rose Cholmondeley, Valerie Tryon, 
Gillian Newman and Professor Alan Walker at the Polish Embassy
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The Society had settled back down to its regular 
concert schedule, when in 2017 it was suggested 
to the President by Marta de Zuniga, Director 
of the Polish Cultural Institute, that it might 
agree to jointly hold a Guildhall concert in 
2018 celebrating the 100th anniversary of the 
restoration of the Polish State in 1918 following 
the First World War.

The Polish Cultural Institute promised to find 
sponsorship for the event, and at the beginning of 
2018 paid for the hire of Guildhall.

The event went ahead on 26th November in 
partnership with the Polish Cultural Institute 
and the Adam Mickiewicz Institute, and with the 
support of Leading Patron PKN ORLEN.

Sadly, HRH Princess Alexandra had had a bad 
fall and broken her arm, so could not attend this 
time as Guest of Honour. Instead, her brother 
HRH The Duke of Kent kindly agreed to take her 
place, for which the Society was most grateful.

Two very talented young pianists, Krzysztof 
Ksiąžek and Agnieszka Zahaczewska-Ksiąžek, 
came from Poland to give the concert, which 
consisted of music by Chopin and Paderewski.  
Ignacy Paderewski was a very important part of 
this celebration, as he had become the first Prime 
Minister of the newly established Polish State.  
The Chopin Broadwood had come up specially 
from the Cobbe Collection, and it was an exciting 
moment when it was beautifully played by 
Krzysztof.

This event was smaller than the Gala of 2014.  
There were three hundred guests as opposed 
to the four hundred plus at previous Guildhall 
events.  The concert was followed by dinner in the 
Livery Hall rather than the Great Hall, and there 
was a half-length auction conducted by Hugh 
Edmeades.

Thanks to the support of Ambassador Arkady 
Rzegocki and Marta de Zuniga and Robert 
Szaniawski of the Polish Cultural Institute, this 
event was another triumph.

There was also considerable support from the 
Julia & Hans Rausing Foundation, the Eranda 
Foundation and our many Patrons for the 
Evening, Benefactors, Supporters and auction 
contributors, as well as advertising in the 
programme.

Thanks to this generosity, including that of Sir 
David Davies in 2014, and in particular to the 
help and support we received from Ambassadors 
Barbara Tuge Erecińska, Witold Sobków and 
Arkady Rzegocki and the Polish Cultural 
Institute at the Guildhall Galas of 2010, 2014 and 
2018, the Chopin Society now found itself in a 
secure financial situation for the first time.

Donations went to Medical Aid for Poland and 
the Somerville Foundation.

It has been very encouraged by the goodwill and 
support it has received despite being a small and 
somewhat specialised music society, concentrating 
on piano music and the aesthetic values of
Fryderyk Chopin. It is wonderful to know that its 
work is appreciated.

With some of the proceeds from the 2018 Gala, 
in 2019 the Society purchased for its collection a 
Chopin letter written to Lady Belhaven while he 
was in Scotland.
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In 2019, Gillian Newman, the Society’s Secretary, 
and Co-Chairman Marek Ostas, were awarded the 
“Bene Merito” medal by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in Poland, for the considerable work they 
had put into making the Gala such a success.

In November 2019, the Chopin Society hosted a 
promotion for the Warsaw International Chopin 
Piano Competition (due at that time to be held in 
October 2020) for the Fryderyk Chopin Institute in 
Warsaw.

The event took place at Westminster Cathedral 
Hall and involved a multimedia presentation by Dr. 
Artur Szklener, Director of the Chopin Institute.  
Professor John Rink of Cambridge University 
introduced the evening and both he and Professor 
Dmitri Alexeev of the Royal College of Music gave 
talks.  Then Charles Richard-Hamelin, 2nd Prize-
winner of the 2015 Chopin Competition, gave a 
short Chopin recital.

The evening was sponsored by the Fryderyk 
Chopin Institute, with contributions from the 
Polish Cultural Institute and the Chopin Society.  
Tickets were not sold, the audience was an invited 
one of professors and students from the London 
colleges of music, as well as Chopin Society 
Members.  After the presentation, refreshments 
were served.

In 2020, the Society had once again just got 
started with its monthly concerts, when in March 
everything had to stop because of Covid-19.  All 
further 2020 concerts were cancelled as were those 
for 2021 – at least up until October.  

This was especially disappointing for the Society 
as 2021 was its 50th anniversary year and many 
events had been planned to celebrate, including a 
Celebrity Series, a special concert with Melvyn Tan 
at Hatchlands Park, and a Gala at Strawberry Hill 
with Angela Hewitt.  

At least one anniversary event looks as if it will go 
ahead.

This is a Gala at Wigmore Hall on October 17th.  
John Gilhooly kindly offered the Society the Hall 
for the celebration back in 2018, and it is being 
organised in the hope that it will indeed happen.

HRH Princess Alexandra will be attending as 
Guest of Honour, accompanied by her brother, 
HRH The Duke of Kent, and Honorary President 
Murray Perahia will also be there.

Secretary Gillian Newman and Co-Chairman Marek Ostas

Dr Artur Szklener
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Any funds will go towards the Celebrity Series 
which – virus permitting – will be carried on 
through 2022.

The Chopin Society has continued founder Lucie 
Swiatek’s tradition of engaging some of the finest 
players in the world.  Nikolai Demidenko, Angela 
Hewitt, Eugen Indjic, Piers Lane, Cristina Ortiz, 
Yevgeny Sudbin and Valerie Tryon have all played 
for us many times.  Talks have been given by, 
amongst others, the late Roderick Swanston, the 
distinguished critic Bryce Morrison, and Professors 
John Rink and Alan Walker.

The Society likes to promote talented young people, 
though age is no barrier.  Mishka Rushdie Momen 
first played for the Society in 2017, and Benjamin 
Grosvenor gave us a recital aged 13.  Yet the great 
American pianist Abbey Simon gave two amazing 
recitals in his 90s.  An impressive performance 
of Kreisleriana astonished the audience, and his 
concerts were much enlivened by his wit.

The Chopin Society occasionally helps out with 
small bursaries for music lessons, as well as 
encouraging young artists, but it is mainly focused 
on encouraging members and audiences to attend 
live concerts, enjoy fine playing and learn more 
about the great composer Chopin.  

Audiences are a major concern to those who 
present live music, and with this in mind efforts are 
made to ensure the Society’s events are as attractive 
as possible.

Some of its most popular events are the Members’ 
Matinées which take place in private houses.  These 
concerts are given by the members themselves, with 
a standard ranging from Grade VI to professional.  
It is perhaps surprising that so many members do 
play well, but one knows of quite a few musically 
talented people who are obliged to take up another 
profession, yet manage to keep their playing going.  

The salons of Chopin’s day frequently had 
professionals and amateurs performing together 
and this was seen as a positive and creative thing.  
The Society first heard Benjamin Grosvenor as a 
boy of 9 playing at a Members’ Matinée.  It is quite 
possible that with these events the Society comes 
closest to Chopin’s world, which would explain why 
they are so popular.  Or perhaps it is the delicious 
teas served afterwards!

Certain members of the Society have distinguished 
themselves by their long-term encouragement 
and help:  Dr. and Mrs. Jozef Przybylski, Princess 
Josephine Loewenstein, Mrs. Elzbieta Stanhope 
and Mr. Leslie MacLeod-Miller. This is perhaps the 
perfect opportunity to thank them warmly.

Marek Ostas with Cristina Ortiz

Mrs Elzbieta Stanhope and Vice-President Christopher EimerAbbey Simon drawn by Member Charles Yorke
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The Society has been greatly helped by the support 
of Craig Terry, Managing Director of Steinways 
and is also grateful to Ulrich Gerhartz, Steinway’s 
leading technician, for the interest he has taken in 
the new piano.

The Society owes a big debt of gratitude to Alec 
Cobbe for supplying the Cobbe Collection Trust’s 
Chopin pianos when required, also for his colourful 
and stylish designs for the covers of almost all the 
Society’s Gala programmes.

The Wigmore Hall Gala Concert celebrating 
the 50th anniversary, will mark the end of the 
Chopin Society’s long cycle of anniversaries and 
commemorations.  Now it must settle down and 
economise, while maintaining the same high 
standards.  

The dearest wish of Lucie Swiatek was that the 
Society should somehow acquire the flat with the 
Chopin room in 99 Eaton Place, and for some time 
this was indeed a cherished dream, but the fact is 
that with careful planning the Society has enough 
to keep it going for another eight years.  

After that, who knows?

R.C.

The Chopin Society

is resuming its concerts next month

The first recital in the Celebrity series will be at 

Westminster Cathedral Hall

Ambrosden Avenue, SW1QW

On Sunday 21st November at 4.30pm

with

PIERS LANE

All enquiries to:

info@chopin-society.org.uk

Alec Cobbe design for the cover of the 2014 Gala

Blue Plaque at 99 Eaton Place SW1



RESTAURANT  •  BAR  •  TERRACE  •  COCKTAILS

55 Exhibition Rd  SW7 2PG 
020 7589 0101  •  info@ogniskorestaurant.co.uk 
www.ogniskorestaurant.co.uk

At JMW, our team of specialists has assisted clients with a range 
of complex requirements, including families, business owners, 
entrepreneurs, sports professionals, entertainers and medical 
professionals. We understand the environment you operate in and will 
help you to complexities with honest and practical legal advice.

•  Protecting your business from 
Inheritance Tax (IHT)

• Advising on care home fees

•  Helping to change the terms of 
a will after a loved one has died

•  Explaining the rules of domicile 
and residence

• Creating a plan for IHT

•  Creating a Lasting Power of 
Attorney

• Securing lump sum protection

 •  Advising on probate and estate 
administration

•  Making wills in accordance with 
Sharia law

• Setting up trusts and charities

•  Resolving disputes related to 
wills, trusts and probate

• Writing a will

• Creating a living will

in 
your 

corner
Solicitors for you  
and your business

We are proud to support The Chopin Society

jmw.co.uk t: 0203 675 7600
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“Poetic playing…negotiated 
with a compelling urgency 

and a huge range of 
emotional hues”

BBC RADIO 3 RECORD REVIEW

“A striking debut.” 
THE GUARDIAN

Celebrating the 10th Anniversary of the Polish Heritage Society UK 
 
 

CATCH UP WITH POLISH MILITARY HISTORY LECTURES 
 

IN ENGLISH ON ZOOM & IPMH DIGITAL LIBRARY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2021-2022 

Tickets: Polish Heritage Society UK on Facebook 
 

 https://www.facebook.com & www.eventbrite.co.uk 
 

For more information, please contact us by email: polishheritagesocietyuk@gmail.com 
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BLACK MASTERPIECE grand pianos are issued as model B 211cm and are equipped 

with                         ,  the most modern technology Steinway currently has to offer.

Steinway Hall London W1U 2DB For more information or to arrange a private appointment at our London showrooms, please call: 0207 487 3391 or email info@steinway.co.uk

In  honour  of  the  20th  anniversar y  of  the  Ste inway  Crown Jewels  ser ies  we present 
BLACK MASTERPIECE – an edition l imited to 20 models worldwide with a sophisticated 
black look that wil l  delight lovers of  clear design.

B L A C K  M A S T E R P I E C E
LIMITED EDITION
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