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VENUE & TRAVEL INFORMATION 
for our main venue 

 
Westminster Cathedral Hall (behind the Cathedral)  

Ambrosden Avenue London SW1P 1QW 
 

Cathedral Hall was designed by Cathedral Architect John Francis Bentley, and 
represents some of his finest work. When completed in 1902 it was originally 
known as Chapter Hall, and was used for liturgical services until the Cathedral 
itself was permanently opened on Christmas Eve 1903. Retaining the exquisite 
Edwardian features of its original design, it boasts excellent  facilities, and is 
fully accessible to wheelchair users.  
The Hall can seat up to 280 and the Chopin Society are using it for the          
majority of their events in 2023-24. Doors open 45 minutes before the start of 
the recital.  You are requested not to arrive any earlier than that. 

 

GETTING THERE COULDN’T BE SIMPLER 
 
Trains: Victoria mainline station. 
 
Tube: Victoria or St. James’s Park (less than 5 minutes’ walk). 
 
Buses: nos.16, 38, 44, 52, 73, 82, 170, 185, 239, C1, C2 and C10 to 
Victoria station, or nos. 11, 24, 211 or 507 stop right outside the 
Cathedral. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For a clearer version of this map and a picture of the Hall,  
visit www.chopin-society.org.uk/venues 
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Concert Diary 
at Westminster Cathedral Hall  

 
 

Sunday April 30th at 4.30pm 
 

SOFYA GULYAK recital 
Clara & Robert Schumann, Chopin, Brahms 

 
Members of the Chopin Society: FREE  

Friends of the Chopin Society: £10, £8 (seniors)  
Non-Members: £16, £14 (seniors), £8 (students) 

Tea tickets: £10, £5 (students), £4 (Youth Members) 

 
 

Sunday May 21st at 4.30pm 
 

MURRAY McLACHLAN recital 
Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven, Chopin 

 
Members  & Friends (Associate Members) of the Chopin Society: FREE  

Non-Members: £16, £14 (seniors), £8 (students) 
Tea tickets: £10, £5 (students), £4 (Youth Members) 

 
 

TO BOOK 
Tickets go on sale approximately one month before the performance date 

Members & Friends should contact the Chopin Society Office 
on info@chopin-society.org.uk or phone 0203 144 0033 

Non-Members please search the website 
WeGotTickets.com. 

 
************ 

 
 

FOR OTHER CONCERTS 
(including a Members’ Matinée) 

See pages 
 

8, 9 & 10 
 

BOOKING FOR THESE CONCERTS 
ONLY THROUGH THE 

CHOPIN SOCIETY OFFICE  
BOOKING FORMS ARE INCLUDED WITH THIS MAILING 
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ARTIST NOTES  
& PROGRAMMES 
 
 

April 30th at 4.30pm 

SOFYA GULYAK recital 
 

In September 2009 Sofya Gulyak was 
awarded the 1st prize and the Princess 
Mary Gold Medal at the Sixteenth Leeds 
International Piano Competition – the first 
woman in the history of the competition 
to achieve this distinction. Since then she 
has appeared all over the world to great 
acclaim. 

Sofya Gulyak’s resume includes prizes 
from many prestigious piano competi-
tions: she is a 1st prize winner of William 
Kapell International Piano Competition in 
the USA, Maj Lind Helsinki International 
Piano Competition, Tivoli Piano Competi-
tion in Copenhagen, Isang Yun Interna-
tional Piano Competition in South Korea, 
San Marino Piano Competition, winner of 
Busoni Competition in Italy and prize  
winner of Marguerite Long Piano Compe-
tition in Paris. 

Recitals and concert appearances have 
been numerous, with Sofya Gulyak    
having performed all over the globe in 
such venues as La Scala Theatre and 
Sala Verdi in Milan, Herculessaal in     
Munich, Salle Cortot, Salle Gaveau and 
Salle Pleyel in Paris, Tokyo Opera City 
Hall, Osaka Symphony Hall, Great Hall of 
Moscow Conservatory, Konzerthaus in 
Berlin, Gewandhaus in Leipzig, Kennedy 
Center in Washington, Hungarian        
National Opera, Palais de la Musique in     
Strasbourg, Hong Kong City Hall,   
Shanghai Grand Theatre, Musashino 
Cultural Centre in Tokyo, Finlandia Hall 
in Helsinki, Bridgewater Hall in           
Manchester, Teatro Municipal and 
Cidade des Artes in Rio de Janeiro,    
Auditorium Manzoni in Bologna,          

Aberdeen Music Hall, Salle Molière in 
Lyon, Walt Disney Hall in Los Angeles, 
King Theatre in Rabat, Kursaal in Bern, 
Tivoli Concert Hall in Copenhagen and 
many others. 

Sofya Gulyak appeared as a soloist with 
the London Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Finnish Radio Symphony, St. Petersburg 
Philharmonic, Rio de Janeiro Symphony, 
Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Hallé Orchestra, BBC Scottish           
Symphony Orchestra, Orchestra of 
Opera North, Budapest Philharmonic,    
Orchestra dell’ Arena di Verona,           
Orchestra Filarmonica di Bologna, NFM 
Wroclaw Philharmonic, Enescu           
Philharmonic, Stavanger Symphony, 
Deutsche Staatsphilharmonie Rheinland-
Pfalz, Slovak Radio Symphony, Helsinki 
Philharmonic, Copenhagen Symphony, 
Ulster Symphony, Orchestra Sinfonica   
Siciliana, Orchestre National de France, 
Shanghai Philharmonic, Oulu         Phil-
harmonic, Leipzig Philharmonic,         
Pensacola Symphony, Tatarstan       
Symphony, Philippines Philharmonic, 
Morocco Philharmonic and others 

She collaborated with conductors such 
as Vladimir Ashkenazy, Sakari Oramo, 
Mark Elder, Donald Runnicle, Vasily 
Petrenko, Alexander Lazarev, Karl-Heinz 
Steffens, David Hill, Alan Buribayev,    
Eiving Gullberg Jensen, Theodor 
Guschlauer, Rory McDonald, Tamami 
Nishimoto, Danail Rachev, Fabio 
Mastrangelo, Michele Mariotti, Fuat   
Mansurov, Alexander Sladkovsky, Mario 
Kosik, Jesus Medina,Tomomi Nishimoto, 
Istvan Denes, Peter Rubardt, Dalia 
Stasevska and others. The festivals in 
which Sofya Gulyak participated include 
Klavier Ruhr Festival, Chopin Festival in 
Duzniki-Zdroj, Festival du Sceaux,         
International Keyboard Festival in New 
York, International Strasbourg Festival, 
Busoni Festival, Harrogate Festival,    
Krakòv Piano Festival, New Zealand     
Piano Festival, Ravello Festival, Festival 
Chopin in Paris, Shanghai International 
Piano Festival and many others. 
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Sofya Gulyak’s recording of Russian      
piano music (Medtner, Rachmaninoff,   
Prokofiev) was released on Champs Hill 
Records in 2013 and received a 5 stars 
review in Diapason magazine. Her CD 
with Brahms’ music was released on    
Piano Classics in the spring of 2015 and 
got glowing reviews from American   
Record Guide and Fanfare magazine. 
Her last CD with the Chaconnes for       
Piano was released by Champs Hill   
Records in 2017. 

Sofya Gulyak is a native of Kazan 
(Russia) where she studied in a Special 
Music College under Nailya Khakimova, 
and then in Kazan State Conservatoire 
under Professor Elfiya Burnasheva. After 
that she continued her studies at the     
Piano Academy "Incontri coi Maestri 
(Imola, Italy) with Boris Petrushansky 
and at the Royal College of Music in  
London with Vanessa Latarche. 

Sofya Gulyak attended as a jury member 
the International Piano Competitions in   
Italy, Serbia, France, Greece, USA, and 
was invited to teach master classes in 
China, Italy, Australia, New Zealand, 
Philippines, Hong Kong, Mexico, USA, 
and Germany. She is presently a         
professor of the piano at the Royal      
College of Music in London. 

Her playing has been broadcast on radio 
and TV in Russia, Poland, France, Italy, 
Germany, USA, Finland, Denmark,     
Serbia, New Zealand, Brazil, Mexico, and 
the United Kingdom (BBC 3 and BBC 4). 

 

Sofya Gulyak will play:  

Clara Schumann – Variations on a theme 
by Robert Schumann Op.20;  

Schumann – Allegro Op.8;  

Chopin – Variations     brilliante Op.12; 
Brahms – 4 Klavierstücke Op.119; 
Franck – Prelude, Chorale and Fugue; 
Chopin – 2 Valses brillante Op.34 Nos. 2 
& 3; Ravel – La Valse 

 

May 21st at 4.30pm 

MURRAY McLACHLAN 

Recital 

 

Since making his professional debut in 
1986 at the age of 21 under the baton of 
Sir Alexander Gibson, Murray      
McLachlan has consistently received 
outstanding critical acclaim. Educated at 
Chetham’s School of Music and       
Cambridge University, his mentors       
included Ronald Stevenson,                
David Hartigan, Ryszard Bakst, Peter 
Katin and Norma Fisher. 
  
His recording career began in 1988 and 
immediately attracted international        
attention. Recordings of contemporary 
music have won numerous accolades, 
including full star ratings, as well as 
‘rosette’ and ‘key recording’ status in the 
Penguin Guide to CDs, and ‘Disc of the 
month’ and ‘Record of the month ‘in 
‘Music on the Web’ and ‘The Herald’. 
McLachlan’s discography now includes 
over forty commercial recordings,          
including the complete sonatas of        

Myaskovsky and Prokofiev, the six     

concertos of Alexander Tcherepnin, the 
24 Preludes and Fugues of Rodion 
Shchedrin, Ronald Stevenson’s 
‘Passacaglia on DSCH’ the major works 
of Kabalevsky, Khatchaturian and the 
complete solo piano music of Erik 
Chisholm. His most recent releases     
feature British Music: In 2020 he record-
ed for Naxos the complete piano music 
of Edward Gregson and in 2019 for 
SOMM he recorded the Ruth Gipps      
Piano Concerto with the RLPO. Both   
issues have received international      
critical acclaim and been broadcast    
several times on BBC Radio Three. 
McLachlan’s repertoire includes over 40 
concertos and 25 recital programmes. 
He has performed the complete          
Beethoven piano sonata cycle seven 
times, as well as the complete piano   
music of Brahms. He has given first     
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performances of works by many        
composers, including Martin Butler, 
Ronald Stevenson, Charles Camilleri, 
Michael Parkin and even Beethoven! He 
has appeared as soloist with most of the 
leading UK orchestras. His recognition 
has been far-reaching, bringing invita-
tions to perform on all five continents. At 
the same time, he continues to give     
numerous concerts and master classes 
in the UK. 
 
McLachlan teaches at the Royal       
Northern College of Music and at    
Chetham’s School of Music in            
Manchester where he has been Head of 
Keyboard since 1997. He is the founder 
of the Manchester International         
Concerto competition for young pianists 
as well as the Founder/Artistic Director 
of the world famous Chetham’s             
International Summer school and festival 
for Pianists, Europe’s largest summer 
school devoted exclusively to the piano.  
As a teacher McLachlan continues to be 
very busy and in demand. Many of his 
students have won prizes in               
competitions and continued with their 
own successful careers as performers. 
 
Murray McLachlan is past editor of the 
two EPTA (European Piano Teachers’ 
Association) magazines ‘Piano Journal’ 
and ‘Piano Professional’. Having been 
chair of EPTA since 2007, in 2021 he 
was made Vice President.   

In 2013 the University of Dundee    
awarded him an honorary doctorate for 
outstanding services to music.  

As well as performing and teaching, he 
is well known internationally for his         
numerous articles on Piano technique 
and repertoire. This includes extended       
columns which have appeared in 
‘International Piano’, ‘Pianist’ and ‘Piano’ 
Magazines.  His three books on piano 
playing ‘Foundations of technique’, 
‘Piano Technique in Practice’ and ‘The 
Psychology of Piano Technique’ have 
been widely distributed and are          
published by Faber Music. 

Murray McLachlan will play: 

Haydn – Sonata in E flat Hob. XVI/52, L. 62      
Mozart – Sonata in D major K576   
Beethoven – Sonata in C minor op. 111 
Chopin – 4 Ballades: 
No. 1 in G minor Op. 23 
No. 2 in F major/A minor Op. 38 
No. 3 in A flat Op. 47 
No. 4 in F minor Op. 52 
 

 

 
A  VERY WARM  

WELCOME  
to the latest  

CHOPIN SOCIETY  
MEMBERS & FRIENDS  

 
Mr. J.H. Bennett 

Mr. Charles Bicheno 
Mr. Malcolm Billings 

Mr. Peter Borer 
Mr. Aaron Fillis 

Ms. Noelle de Freitas 
Mrs. Maxine de Torrents  

dels Prats 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Harden  

Mrs. Audrey Hutchinson 
Mr. Christopher Kelly 

Ms. Clara-Felicitas Koehn 
Miss Yurie Lee 

Mr. Alex Schmitt 
 

If you are not already  
a Member,  

now  
is a good time  

to join. 
 

For details 
see page 11. 
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A  

POLITE NOTICE 
 
 

The doors officially open 45 minutes  
before our concerts start,  
which gives plenty of time  
for people to find a seat  

and settle in.  
 

We would really appreciate it  
if audience members didn’t arrive 

any earlier than this. 
  

Immediately before a recital  
the Steinway tuner is hard at work, 

or  sometimes the pianist  
is warming up,  

and neither needs the background 
noise and distraction of an audience 

coming in and watching  
their every move.   

 
Also the Society’s Committee  

and caterers  
must have time to set things up.  

 
Thank you for your   

understanding. 
 

 

 

REMINDER 

 

 

HONORARY  

MEMBERS 

ARE ALWAYS 

VERY WELCOME  

TO 

COME TO  

OUR  

SPECIAL EVENTS, 

LIKE 

THE HATCHLANDS 

CONCERT, 

BUT  

MUST PAY FOR  

THEIR TICKETS. 
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MEMBERS’ MATINÉE 

on Sunday July 2nd 
At Petersham Lodge 

By kind permission of  HSH Princess Josephine Loewenstein 

3.30pm for 4.00pm 

 
Princess Josephine Loewenstein has once again very kindly offered to lend her 
beautiful house, Petersham Lodge, for another Matinée. The  Committee would like 
to thank her most sincerely.  Our Members’  Matinées continue to be heavily over-
subscribed, and are absolute highlights in the Chopin Society’s year. 
The President & Committee are anxious everyone should understand the  nature of 
these rather special concerts.  “Members’ Matinées” are exactly that. They are     
primarily for the benefit of our pianist Members and their friends.  No  advertising 
takes place, and the general public is only admitted as the guests of Members. 
These events are free to performers, but Members and guests must pay £14. 
It must also be pointed out that these informal afternoons are not part of our stand-
ard concert series.  No auditions are held, and the programme is planned around 
the repertoire offered, rather than the standard of the performers. Anybody who can 
play the piano to at least Grade V standard (adult beginners, amateurs, students & 
professionals) is welcome to take part.  No  performance  fees  are  paid. 
So, to come to a Members’ Matinée expecting a uniformly professional standard of 
playing is to miss the point entirely, and we feel sure that the majority of our       
Members understand this very well.  
Playing in public is an ordeal at first of course, but a necessary one. Like all the 
arts, music is a form of communication; a way of sharing  experiences and emo-
tions. And after all, there is nothing quite as encouraging to the performer as some 
well-earned applause! Amateur pianists in particular need the motivation of working 
towards a performance date.  It helps concentrate the mind and results in steady 
progress.  Piano teachers are therefore very keen on performance opportunities for 
their pupils— but in reality these are few and far between.   
We like to think we are carrying on a tradition from Chopin’s day, when playing an 
instrument was an important social skill, and concerts and impromptu performances 
of all kinds were often given amongst friends in private houses.  In the days before 
mass entertainment it was a popular pastime at all levels of society. 
Pianists should think carefully about what they would like to play.  As a      
general rule it is advisable to choose pieces that are well within your             
capabilities and not to be too ambitious.    
If you have taken part in a Members’ Matinée before, we would prefer you not to 
play a piece you have recently played at an earlier Matinée. 
Newcomers should know it is not necessary to perform Chopin. Some people do of 
course, but it’s always nice to have a mixture of composers.  If people want to    
perform their own compositions, they must bring a copy of the music, as improvisa-
tions are not allowed. 
Important!  People who have played at a Members’ Matinée cannot say in their CVs 
they have performed for the Chopin Society. It is not a professional engagement. 
Booking form enclosed. You are strongly advised to book early to avoid dis-
appointment, as seats and pianist slots are strictly limited.  
The full venue address plus travel directions (if requested) will be sent to successful 
applicants with their tickets.   



9 

Sunday June 18th 
A SUMMER EVENING CONCERT at 

HATCHLANDS PARK  
East Clandon SURREY GU4 7RT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Hatchlands Park has the distinction of being the first John Adam house, built in the 
1750s for naval hero Admiral Edward Boscawen and his wife Frances. Since then it 
has housed wealthy families, a finishing school for girls, and even a printing press. 
The house now belongs to the National Trust, but is still a family home, containing 
tenant Alec Cobbe’s collection of paintings and fine furniture. Also on display is the 
Cobbe Collection, Europe’s largest collection of keyboard instruments associated 
with famous composers including J.C. Bach, Chopin and Elgar.  
 
Guests will be offered a glass of champagne (or non-alcoholic drink) on arrival and 
Alec Cobbe (an Honorary Member and long-term friend of the Chopin Society) will 
be pleased to take people on a tour of the Collection at 6.45. 
 
The evening’s recital will be given at 7.30 by the international pianist Melvyn Tan, on 
the Pleyel piano Chopin brought with him from Paris for his concerts in London in 
1848, which the Chopin Society has adopted. He will play an all-Chopin programme. 
 
During the interval from 8.15—9.15 a 3-course buffet supper (including a vegetarian 
option) will be served with wine.  Non-alcoholic drinks will also be provided. 
 
The concert will end around 10.00. 
 
A coach will be provided for those who prefer not to drive.  It will leave from outside 
our regular venue, Westminster Cathedral Hall, at 5.00.  We hope to have access to 
the Hall in case people wish to use the facilities. The coach should reach          
Hatchlands by 6.30. It will leave again for London as soon as possible after the     
concert.  The journey back will be considerably shorter with lighter traffic. 
 
Priority booking is given to Members and Friends of the Chopin Society and their 
guests.  They may invite just one guest each. There are only 70 tickets available. 
 
Tickets for the optional guided tour, concert and supper are £55 each.  The coach 
costs a extra £25. 
 
Please complete the enclosed form and return (by post or electronically) to           
Secretary Gill Newman.  Book quickly—tickets will be in great demand. 
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YOUNG ARTIST RECITAL AT STEINWAY HALL 

44 Marylebone Lane 

London  W1U 2DB   

(nearest tube: Bond Street) 

 

Wednesday 28th June at 6.30pm 

 

For a long time we have hoped to present more concerts by young pianists, but until 
now have not had the opportunity to expand from our regular venue in Victoria. 
 
Craig Terry, Managing Director of Steinways in London, has now kindly offered us 
the use of Steinway Hall for the first of what we hope will be a regular series. 
 
The pianist will be Adam Repa, a Committee Member of the Chopin Society. 
 
Adam, with over 15 years’ performing experience, has held concerts in both his native Poland 
and across the UK,  with venues including Chopin’s birthplace of Zelazowa Wola; West Road 
Concert Hall in Cambridge; Sir Jack Lyons Concert Hall in York, and Duke’s Hall of the Royal 
Academy of Music in London. 
 
A Masters’ graduate in piano performance from the Royal Academy of Music studying under 
Professor Sulamita Aronovsky, this versatile musician’s repertoire ranges from Jean-Philippe 
Rameau to John Adams.  Genres include solo piano, duo, chamber music, orchestral and    
concerto.  He is also a composer of solo piano pieces, with the aim of expanding into                    
instrumental and vocal works. 
 
As well as piano, Adam has been playing the organ for over 10 years in Cambridge, York and 
London for weddings, funerals and other services.  Improvising for silent films and playing   
background music for corporate events are also part of Adam’s diverse career. 
 
With the outbreak of Covid, Adam began uploading recordings of himself every week from his 
home in London, playing a variety of music—including his own compositions. 
 
For his Steinway Hall debut he will play: 
 
Chopin - Nocturnes, Op. 48 
Bach - Italian Concerto, BWV 971 
Chopin - Ballade No. 2 in F major, Op. 38 
Liszt - Transcendental Études, S.139 Nos. I-IV 
 
This event is open to Members & Friends of the Chopin Society only.  A glass of wine will be 
offered afterwards.  The concert is free, but the audience will be invited to make a voluntary             
contribution. Seats must be reserved in advance, as space is limited to 50. No seats will be 
available on the door.  
 
Please complete and send in the enclosed form by post or electronically.  No tickets will be     
issued, but Secretary Gillian Newman will notify you as to whether your application has been 
successful or not.    
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JOIN THE CHOPIN SOCIETY   

AS A MEMBER NOW 
AND ENJOY A YEAR OF  

RECITALS. 
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION WILL RUN 

UNTIL MARCH 31st 2024 
 

YOU’LL GET FREE ENTRY TO  
OUR STANDARD CONCERTS,  

PRIORITY BOOKING FOR SPECIAL EVENTS, 
RECEIVE REGULAR NEWSLETTERS PLUS REMINDERS 

OF UPCOMING CONCERTS,  
AND BE ENTITLED TO TAKE PART IN OR ATTEND  

OUR FAMOUS MEMBERS’ MATINÉES 
HELD IN PRIVATE HOUSES  

 
MEMBERSHIP FORMS AVAILABLE AT CONCERTS, 

AND ON THE WEBSITE: 
www.chopin-society.org.uk 

Or you could  
EMAIL info@chopin-society.org.uk 

and we’ll send a form for you to print out and fill in 
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We cannot stop  
audience members  

taking  
photographs on 

their mobile phones. 
 
 

But if you use flash, 
please wait until 

the pianist 
is acknowledging  

applause. 
 
 

Do not photograph  
them when they 

are playing. 
 
 

Thank you. 

 

HURRAH!!! 

We have 

9,701 
Facebook  
followers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Join them online 
for all the latest  

Chopin news,   
and photos of our 

events 
 

www.facebook.com/
chopinsociety.org.uk  

 

https://www.facebook.com/chopinsociety.org.uk/events
https://www.facebook.com/chopinsociety.org.uk/events
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Please  

remember 
to  

SILENCE 
Digital watches, 

Pagers etc. 
and  

SWITCH OFF 
Mobile phones 

before the 
Recital begins. 

 
Thank you. 

 
KEEP RIGHT UP TO 

DATE … 
 

with the latest Chopin Society 
news & photos via our website 

and Facebook account. 
 

Secretary Gill Newman will  
also be happy to email you 

with concert reminders  
if she has your email address. 

You do not need to be a     
member of the Society.  So if 

you’ve only recently gone 
online—or changed email  

providers—do let her know.  
 

We now need your permission 
to email you,  and you can of 
course opt out at any time. 

 

Be assured we will never 
share your email or postal 
address with third parties, 

being bound by the  
provisions of the  

Data Protection Act. 
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STAY FOR TEA  

and meet the artists 
 

‘Tea’ is in fact a generous buffet consisting of a variety of freshly 
made sandwiches with traditional fillings, (including veggie            
options), savouries, crisps and cheese straws. Then there’s home-
made cakes and chocolate biscuits, all served with your choice of 
tea, coffee, fruit juice, mineral water or rather good wine.   
 
It’s nice to chat too, and so easy to make friends when you’ve all 
just listened to a superb concert. The artists usually attend the tea 
and are happy to meet the audience. So why not give it a go! We 
can serve up to 70 people. 
 
Tea tickets are a very reasonable £10, or £5 (students). Youth     
Members pay £4.   
 
Book in advance: info@chopin-society.org.uk 0203 144 0033, or 
buy a tea ticket on the door on the day with cash or by cheque. 
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THE CHOPIN SOCIETY UK 
97A Onslow Square, London SW7 3LU 

UK Reg. Charity No. 271562.  Founded 1971 by Lucie Swiatek 

 
 

The President’s Letter 
 
 
 
 

 
 
March 24th 2023 
 

Dear Members & Friends, 
 
As in the last Newsletter, I am opening with the theme that is most on my mind at 
the moment, namely membership renewals.   
 
Earlier, I boasted about having a record number of Members for the period ending 
March 31st 2023, but with the proviso that many of those Members dated back to 
2020 and had had a membership extension due to the pandemic.  It is this financial 
year, March 31st 2023—March 31st 2024, which will give a more accurate picture of 
Chopin Society Membership and how we are coping with the set-backs of covid, the 
Ukrainian war and high inflation. 
 
I’m happy to say that at least half our members have renewed already and would 
like to thank them for being so prompt, but do hope that those who have not yet   
renewed will continue to support us—particularly as we have a lot to offer this year. 
 
The Society opened 2023 with a New Year’s Party at the Reform Club, Pall Mall on 
January 12th.  We have held several parties there over the years and the           
magnificent Library is the ideal space for such an event. 
 
2010 people attended, including many distinguished guests—HE Piotr Wilczek the 
Polish Ambassador; John Gilhooly Director of the Wigmore Hall; Craig Terry       
Managing Director of Steinways in London; Paul Double Remembrancer of the City 
of London, and Alec Cobbe of the Cobbe Collection Trust.  Also several pianists 
who have played for us, such as Piers Lane, Christian Blackshaw and Vitaly 
Pisarenko were there, and many kind supporters who have assisted Chopin Society 
events in the past with sponsorship and advertising. 
 
His Excellency Piotr Wilczek gave an excellent opening speech which showed his 
knowledge and appreciation of our Chopin Society and its work.   
 
I think I can say that the party was a great success, and everyone enjoyed the      
music supplied by Simon Gutteridge and assorted pianists. 
 
This event was made possible by the bequest of the late Mrs. Joyce Harasowski, 
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widow of the Chopinist, Adam Harasowski, so it broke even at the end of the day.    
 
Our thanks go to Vice President Christopher Eimer—a member of the Reform 
Club—who arranged for us to have the use of the Library.  We also gratefully        
received £3,000 in donations from three generous supporters whom I would like to 
thank on behalf of the Society for their kindness. 
 
Following the Party, His Excellency the Polish Ambassador kindly invited me to 
lunch along with Clorinda Calma of the Polish Embassy, to discuss our Chopin      
Society and its projects.  It is most encouraging that he has taken such an interest. 
 
Two of the 2023 concerts have already taken place.   
 
On January 22nd Chopin Society member Lucas Krupinski performed a programme 
including many works of Chopin as well as Scriabin Preludes and Ravel’s “La 
Valse”, to a capacity audience.  I would like to thank the Polish Cultural Institute for 
publicising the event so brilliantly. 
 
Lucas—an outstanding pianist—made a very good impression at the Society’s 50th 
anniversary Gala at Wigmore Hall back in 2021, and is certainly going from strength 
to strength.  
 
Vice President Deniz Arman Gelenbe and her Arman Trio gave the February           
concert on the 19th.  Normally—for a variety of reasons—we don’t present concerts 
by ensembles, but this one proved extremely popular, with the Trio making a      
wonderful sound in the Hall.  The Beethoven and Fauré trios were in sharp contrast 
to each other, and of course Dvořák’s “Dumky” is a great favourite.  Professor 
Gelenbe showed that she is a fine solo pianist and Chopin player in the selection of 
Mazurkas which opened the second half. 
 
The March concert with Lara Melda on the 26th has not yet taken place at the time 
of writing.  Since winning the overall 1st Prize at the BBC Young Musician of the 
Year Competition some years ago, Lara has played for the Society several times 
and I am very much look forward to hearing her exciting programme. 
 
Further concerts at Westminster Cathedral Hall include Sofya Gulyak on April 30th 
and Murray McLachlan on May 21st.  Details of both of these are at the beginning of 
this Newsletter. 
 
This year we have reduced the number of free concerts at the Hall from 9 to 8, and 
instead have introduced some young pianists’ concerts, to give students and people 
at the very start of their careers a chance to play for the Chopin Society. 
 
The first of these will take place at Steinway Hall on June 28th at 6.30pm with Adam 
Repa being the pianist.  The concert is free and open to both Members and Friends 
(Associate Members) of the Society, but we need to take bookings as space is     
limited, and it would be appreciated if people could put something into the hat       
afterwards.  We suggest a minimum of £10.  A booking form is enclosed. 
 
On Sunday June 18th at 6.30pm, by kind permission of the Cobbe Collection Trust, 
the Society will be holding a concert at Hatchlands Park.  Melvyn Tan will be       
performing on the Chopin Pleyel which the Society has adopted. 
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The Cobbe Collection Trust has a truly remarkable selection of keyboard               
instruments, many with close connections to famous composers, and I am hoping 
that  Alec Cobbe will kindly give a guided tour before the concert to those who arrive    
early enough.   
    
Guests will be offered a glass of champagne on arrival, and in the interval there will 
be a hot buffet with wine, juice etc.  Transport by coach can be provided, as in the 
past. 
 
There is seating in the Music Room at Hatchlands for only around 70, so do apply 
early.  This will be a very special evening. 
 
Without question, amongst the most popular events the Society presents are the 
Members’ Matinees.   
 
There are two main reasons for this.  One is the incredible generosity of our kind 
hosts—Princess Josephine Loewenstein and Leslie MacLeod-Miller—who open 
their beautiful homes to our Members, and supply a mouth-watering tea with wine.  
The second is that the standard of performance seems to get higher and higher, and 
there is undoubtedly a lot of talent amongst our playing Members. Gina Walek     
recently passed Grade VIII with distinction, and others have been taking diplomas.  
Also the choice of repertoire is often unusual and particularly interesting. 
 
Last Sunday there was a change, in that the Matinée was held in the home of Peter 
Beckwith and Vivien Maclean Beckwith, a house in Mallord Street which previously 
belonged to my old teacher and a former President of the Chopin Society, the         
eminent Hungarian pianist Louis Kentner. 
 
It was a nostalgic moment for me to be in his old music studio, listening to our    
Members play, and though the room, and indeed the whole house, has been       
splendidly done up, there is still a special atmosphere there. 
 
I thought people played particularly well.  The Beckwiths were perfect hosts and did 
not seem at all put out to see such a horde of people.  There were seats for all and 
excellent prosecco and wine were served with the buffet tea afterwards.  All our 
thanks to the Beckwiths for such a lovely afternoon! 
 
Our next Members’ Matinée will take place at Petersham Lodge on July 2nd, after 
which there will be a long gap until the next events in September. 
 
I have sometimes thought that this Chopin Society should organise a festival or a 
piano competition, but realistically speaking the organising of our concerts and     
Matinées throughout the year is already extremely time-consuming.  Therefore the 
Society was delighted to support the Chopin Festival at POSK last October.  The 
Festival will be held again this October, and we will be supporting it again. 
 
This March a London International Chopin Competition for Young Pianists was held, 
the finals taking place at Ognisko.  It was organised by Piotr Michalik, as well as   
Artur Haftman and Jenny Lee of Sima Classics who selected the finalists.   
 
There were 4 categories: up to age 11; 11-14; 14-16, and 16-19.  The standard was 
high. Most of the youngsters showed a good understanding of Chopin, and it was 
pleasing to see how well they had been taught. 
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The Chopin Society gave the first prize of £1,000 for the oldest category and       
contributed to the organisational costs.   
 
Vice President Professor Deniz Arman Gelenbe and I were on the jury and were 
able to see at first hand how well run it was.   
 
The other jury members were Professor Piotr Paleczny from Poland, Professor 
Vanessa Latarche Head of Keyboard Studies at the Royal College of Music,        
Professors Dmitri Alexeev and Professor Jianing Kong also of the Royal College of 
Music, and Artur Haftman. 
 
The Chopin Festival at POSK and the Young Pianists’ Chopin Competition are the 
kind of events the Chopin Society is proud to support. 
 
To attend any of our free concerts after March, it is of course necessary to have    
renewed your membership, so I do hope you will continue to support us. 
 
Meanwhile on behalf of myself and the Committee, I wish you all a happy Easter 
break. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

Rose Cholmondeley 
President 
 
 
 

Check the expiry date on your  
membership card 

 

DON’T FORGET 
TO RENEW  

if you have not already done so! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lost your form? They’re available at concerts  
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SULAMITA ARONOVSKY 
1929—2022 

 
Professor Aronovsky was for many years an Honorary Member of the 
Chopin Society, serving for a period on the Committee as Artistic        
Director. 
 
Sulamita Ziuraitiene was born on May 5th 1929 in Kaunas, Lithuania, 
which was then part of the Soviet Union.  Her father was a doctor and 
her mother a dentist.  She showed musical promise from an early age, 
and at 12 years old travelled alone to Tashkent to join the Leningrad 
State Conservatory which had been evacuated there because of the 
Second World War.  Her teacher there was Lev Barenboim. 
 
From 1953 she studied at the Moscow Conservatoire where her     
teachers included Gregory Ginsburg and Alexander Goldenweiser.  
Among her fellow students were Lazar Berman, Tatyana Nikolaeva and 
Vladimir Ashkenazy. 
 
Sulamita married a fellow Lithuanian and had a son, Balis, who was 
himself a remarkable jazz pianist but died young, as did her husband 
Kastytis Ziuraitis. 
 
In 1971, returning from visiting relatives in America, she stopped over 
in Britain to visit another relative, Abram Aronovsky, a Lithuanian       
engineer and business man in Bradford, whose sister was married to 
Lord Kagan. Within a few weeks they had decided to marry. 
 
Her defection from the Soviet Union was not well received and she lost 
all her recordings and written works. 
 
She had hoped to resume her concert career in Britain, but a serious 
car accident which left her with terrible injuries ended this possibility.  
 
Of course, having left the Soviet Union so suddenly, leaving all her  
possessions   behind, she had no paperwork to prove her credentials.  
She turned to her old classmate from the Moscow Conservatoire,      
Vladimir Ashkenazy for help, and he wrote a letter of endorsement 
which opened many doors.  Later she was to teach his son, Vovka. 
 
Sulamita and her husband settled in Manchester, where she taught at 
the Royal Northern College of Music.  Amongst her students were Ian 
Fountain, winner of the 1989 Arthur Rubinstein International            
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Competition in Israel, and David Fanning, a distinguished musicologist. 
 
Since arriving in England in 1971, Sulamita Aronovsky had felt inspired 
to start an international piano competition in London which she said 
was “still music capital of the world”.  She eventually managed to find a 
big sponsor when her Chairman for the Competition, Sir Trevor       
Holdsworth, became Chairman of National Power.  They announced an 
almost half a million pound sponsorship in 1990. 
 
The World Piano Competition was launched in some haste in 1991 with 
Sulamita as Artistic Controller.  From the start efforts were made to see 
that the judging was fair, with no pressure put upon the jury, and some 
distinguished prize-winners emerged over the years, including Simon 
Trpčeski from Macedonia, Behzod Abduraimov from Uzbekistan, and 
Paul Lewis from the UK. 
 
Sulamita’s great support in her enterprise was her husband, Abrasha, 
and after his death she rather lost heart.  The Competition ran until 
2005, and still exists in name so could be revived. 
 
Sulamita moved to London in the mid-1990s and became a Professor 
at the Royal Academy of Music. 
 
She gave masterclasses in Europe and served on the jury of various   
international piano competitions. 
 
Two years ago her teaching methods were the subject of a Ph.D. by a 
Lithuanian students who described them as “perhaps one of the purest 
examples of the continuity of the mid-20th century Russian piano        
traditions”. 
 
Five years ago an extraordinary thing happened when Sulamita          
received a call out of the blue from a producer at Lithuanian Radio. 
 
A collection of reel-to-reel tape recordings she had made in 1958 had 
been found in an unmarked box in the archives, with an instruction that 
they should be destroyed. 
 
Aronovsky had no recollection of their existence, but was delighted 
when they were remastered and released on the Amity label.  She      
listened to her performances of Mozart, Chopin, Debussy and the     
Lithuanian composer Mikolojus Ciurlionis and was pleased. 
 
Teaching almost to the last, she died on December 15th 2022. 
 



21 

THE CHOPIN  SOCIETY WEBSITE 
www.chopin-society.org.uk   

has everything  
you want to know  

about us, including:  
 

the history of the Society 
 

a fully searchable Concert Archive  
 

photos of the 2010  
Chopin bicentenary 

Lancaster House Gala 
 

details of forthcoming concerts  
for the next few months  

 
maps and full travel information for our venues 

 
Information on how to join the Society,  

any special offers 
and a downloadable membership form 

 
Plus fascinating articles on: 

Chopin’s last recital 
Chopin’s visit to Britain in 1848 
The mystery of Chopin’s birth  

Chopin’s heart 
 

and of course …. a copy of the latest Newsletter 

 

Have you seen it yet? 
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During the membership year of 2022-23 THE CHOPIN SOCIETY of 
the UK had 365 Patrons, Honorary Members, Life Members,      
Members and Friends. It offers monthly piano recitals plus           
occasional talks, Galas and other special events in venues across 
London. In 2023-24 we are presenting another superb series of 
concerts with excellent artists. 
 Our piano - a 2015 Steinway Model B Grand, was chosen for us in 
Hamburg by Steinway’s Head of Concert & Artists’ Services, Ulrich   
Gerhartz, and President Rose Cholmondeley, assisted by Craig Terry, 
Managing Director of  Steinway’s in London.  It is maintained by      
Steinway & Sons, who tune it before each recital and  service it          
regularly. The piano is housed at Westminster Cathedral Hall.  
 Programmes always include works by Chopin, with some consisting    
entirely of Chopin.  We engage established international pianists and a 
selection of the best of the new generation of professionals, as well 
as—from time to time—respected lecturers and Chopin specialists.  
  In addition to our regular concert series we also give amateur,            
professional  and student pianists the opportunity to play several times a 
year at Members’  Matinées, held in private houses in Greater London.  
These extremely popular events are not open to the general public.    
Only Members and their guests may attend if they have bought tickets, 
but pianists come free. You must be a paid-up Member of the Society to 
perform in Members’ Matinées. No fees are paid to performers on these 
occasions and they do not count as professional engagements. 
  Most of our concerts are followed by an informal Reception and 
buffet tea consisting of freshly-made sandwiches, savouries, chocolate        
biscuits and homemade cakes, accompanied by quality wine, coffee, 
tea, juice or mineral water, plus the chance to meet the artist and also 
make new friends.  An extra charge is made for this if you wish to stay 
for it (see page 14). We can cater for up to 70. 
 
For information on joining The Chopin Society go to our website 
www.chopin-society.org.uk  Click on the “Join the Society” link on the 
homepage, and download an application form, or ask at any recital. 
 
YOU DO NOT NEED TO BE A MEMBER TO ATTEND RECITALS  
Non-Members are welcome at all our regular concerts. Ticket      
prices are on page 3. You are recommended to book in advance.  
Book online via WeGotTickets.com (search for Chopin Society). 
Tickets may also be available on the door on the day unless stated.  
 
For enquiries give Secretary Gillian Newman a ring on 0203 144 
0033 or  email her: info@chopin-society.org.uk  
 
Please note: no concerts take place at Onslow Square. 
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The Chopin Society 
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STEINWAY & SONS 
ARE PROUD 
TO SUPPORT  

THE CHOPIN SOCIETY 
 

 
Steinway Hall 

44 Marylebone Lane 
London 
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